Tourgee’s Ohio Days

W riter known for his Reconstruction
novels grew up in Ashtabula County

By Dean H. Keller

M IDWAY between two of the lake

ports, which were in that day studded thick
with clustering masts, was set one of
those collections of white houses, half
hidden by rows of sturdy maples ranged
along the sidewalks and the thrifty orch-
ards in the rear, which perch upon the
ridge that stretches through the lake
townships. It is not probable that a sense
of beauty had anything to do with the
location of the little village; but if an
artist’s eye had been the arbiter, hardly
could a more attractive situation have
been found in all that region.

—Figs and Thistles

So Albion W. Tourgée described
Kingsville, Ashtabula County, the town
in which he spent his youth and in whose
academy he received his early education.

Toutgée was born in Williamsfield, in

the same county in 1838. Nine years
later he moved with his parents to a farm

ALBION W. TOURGEE has been little
read of late, but like other popular writers
of the not-distant past his fame may be
due for revival.

DeaN H. KELLER, assistant librarian
at Kent State University, was born in
Ashtabula and grew up in nearby Kings-
ville. He received his Master’s degree in
Library Science at Kent State in 1958. A
noteworthy display of materials relating
to Tourgée will be presented under Mr.
Keller’s direction in the KSU library in
December.
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a few miles south of Kingsville. Young
Tourgée did not see himself as a future
farmer, however, and whenever the
chance presented itself, he made off to
the woods to hike, hunt or fish. His in-

dependent and rebellious nature asserted
itself early. Fond of the active outdoor
life though he was, he also liked to read
and his father saw to it that he got large
doses of the Bible, Milton, Bunyan and
other books of religion, history and litera-
ture. In 1854 Tourgée entered the Kings-
ville Academy and studied there at ir-
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regular intervals until he left Ohio to
enter the University of Rochester in the
fall of 1859. During his Academy years
he spent several terms teaching in local
schools to earn money to complete his
education.

The Civil War began when Tourgée
was at Rochester and he promptly enlisted
in the 27th New York Infantry. At the
Battle of Bull Run he was wounded and
shortly thereafter discharged from the
army. He returned to Kingsville to re-
cuperate, and as soon as he was well
enough he accepted a commission in the
105th Ohio Volunteers. After being
wounded a second time and after spend-
ing several months in Confederate prisons
he left the army for good, returning to
Ohio where he studied law and was ad-
mitted to the bar at Painesville in 1864,
Tourgée joined the law firm of Sherman
and Farmer in Painesville for a short
time, but in 1865, he and his wife, whom
he had married in 1863, moved to
Greensboro, North Carolina.

Twenty-five Years in Ohio

Tourgée never returned to Ohio to
live, but the twenty-five formative years
that he spent in the state were very im-
portant to his future literary and political
career.

929

ome of Albion W. Tourgée in Kingsville

The earliest indications of his literary
ability and enthusiasm began to assert
themselves at the Kingsville Academy.
In this atmosphere he could have access
to many books, attend classes in many
subjects, associate with people with sim-
ilar interests, and find an audience for
his first literary efforts. In the regular
curriculum he could have taken Latin,
Greek, French, German, reading, gram-
mar, elocution, rhetoric, history, political
economy, philosophy and many other
subjects. There were several clubs con-
nected with the Academy, and Tourgée
belonged to at least two of them. He was
a member of the Phoenix Club which
met Saturday evenings for debate, and
he belonged to the Didaskalian Associa-
tion for those interested in teaching. The
Academy had a good library, and the
principal of the Academy, Chester W.
Heywood, allowed Tourgée to use his
extensive private library to supplement
it. Each term of the Academy closed with
a public exhibition, and Tourgée gave
orations at some of them. One of these
orations was especially prophetic. It was
called “Scribbling Ttch.”

Tourgée’s first literary love was prob-
ably poetry, for he wrote much of it
during his years at the Academy. Some of






