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Pror, o Sivens was
born in Virginia and has been a
member of the History Department
at the Ohio State Uaiversity since
1929, He received his BA. at
Witliam and Mary, his M.A. at the
University  of  Virginia  and  his
Ph.D, a Cotumbia. He is the author
of a number of books on American
history.

Revigwen by Rebert M. Deaper
of Columbus, Judge of the Court
of Common Pleas and ao ardent
student of the Civil War,
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written also A Decade of Sectional Cou.
froversy, 185/-1861, Through his re-
scarehy, study and teaching on this par-
ticular phase of American History, he is
well qualified to write on this subject;
to show its impact upon the people of
that period and the part it played a8 a
cause of the Civil War,

He has divided this book not so much
into chapters as inte sections, cach ol
which deals with a particular phase and
time, Fle starts with the yoar 1830, which
was a time of reform and revival, awd
abolitionism was the natucal oul-growth
ol the moral fervar of the period and the
extirpating of sin which to some minds
was slavery,

Through the pages of this book we
meet the abolitionist leaders: Theodore
Weld, Arthur Tappan, James G. Bieey,
William  Lloyd  Garrison, Benjamin
Landy, CGerrit Smith and many others
who occupy an anomalows position, o
that the people of the North and South
considered them to be both fanatics and
dedicated men, The abolitionists” ariginal
purpose was threefold: 1) to show that
the Bible proved that slavery was wrong;
2) theough petition to get cid of slav-
ery i the District of Columbin and the
slave trade among the states and 3) to
entist the people of the North to theis
cause,

A Crusade

In other words, it was their determin-
ation to make a crusade against the slave
boider as the priacipat sianer. They did
not have smooth sailing in the North,
as maay in the North believed that they
had no legal vight o disturh the instd-
tulton  of slwvery and fwiher, many
northarn merchants  were opposed Lo
the abolition socicties, for they consid-
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cred them a danger to commerce, progress
and o the continuation of Ametica as
a natjon,

Finding the older generation hard to
convert, they starfed on  the younger
generation and abolition societies sprang
wp i the colleges.

In the 18205 there were more antis
slavery socicties in the South than there
were in the Noerth; but after the fight
over Missourt, Nat Turner's Insurrection,
and the growth in abolition societics, the
South hecame crystalized in its opposition
to antislivery groups and their cireula-
tion of iracts through the South, Sonth-
erners devoted themselves 1o the justi-
peation of slavery and sought to eslablish,
throvgh Biblical recognition, slavery ag
a weay of Hfe. Eventually, the attempt to
circalate tracts and the presentation of
petitions  to congress brought the post
office into the controversy and involved
Congress. The issue was settled, so far
as the post office was concerned, by post-
masters refusing to deliver infammatory
fiterature.  In Congress, Rule 21 was
adopted suppressing petitions which were
submitted to Congress for the purpose
of abolishing slavery in the District of
Columbia and abolishing the slave trade
among the states,

Gets Into Politics

This battle over  abolitionisim  and
slavery  eventually  entered  politics. Tn
1836 men standing lor public office were
to be weighed as to their attitudes toward
this movement, Van Buren being the
first of the presidential candidates to be
faced with such choice, He was able,
threugh his manager’s equivocation, o
receive  the confidence of both Nosth
and South, and was elected.
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The abolition movement was not en-
tirely harmonious within itself, as the
leaders did not always agree as to what
their wltimate purpose should be. Gar.
rison went so far as to consider that the
Kingdom of Christ should take the place
of buman  govermments and  advocated
the docirine of "No government”, This
brooked Birney's opposition. The church-
es also were brought into the controvessy.
Iy the beginaing, all of the denomina-
tions felt that the abolitionists were going
too far, and to aliow them to pursue their
path would result in the dissolution of the
Union and bring on civil war, But by
1844 the northern Methodists, Baptists
and Presbyterians recognized the neces
sity of taking a stand against slavery.
This, in turn, brought the great schism
between  the  northern  and  southern
branches of these churches which  re-
mained untit recent years.

Dr. Simms has pecformed a tremen.
dons service to American History by
condensing  within - the covers of  his
book the voluminous inlormation cover
ing this phase of Americas development,
He demonstrates that the antagonisms
engendered by this dedicated group of
abolitionists succeeded in stirring up the
people into a hyper-emolional state that
could not be settied withowt the blood
Lath of the Civil War.

Witliam Dean Howells

THE PIRST TWO TITLES in the "Re
discovery of America Series” to be
faunched eady in 1961 by Indiana Uni-
versity Press will be new editions of two
novels by Wiiliam Dean Howells, Olio's
greatest writer: Sons ¢f Royal Langhrith
and The Leatherwood God. Four more of
Hoewells” novels will be published Jater,



