Erederick Feanell Also Known Tor
Hiv Writings and Recording

Cleveland
Drummer
Became A

Conductor

by Muys., Twent Snrtu

Il-‘ Juntor received @ new set of drums
for his birthday and that beate—heat
webeat--of the tom tom is getting you
down, take pause! Maybe, instead
of shouting for sileace you had best plug
your ¢ars agaiast the percussions and cross
your fingers. Your boy might turn out
s iltustziously as Ohio's  Trederick
Fennetl:

Mr. Feanell, who has gained interna-
tional reputation  in symphonic circles,
kad his Brst coascions musical experience
at the age of six when he served as drum-
mer boy in his family's fife and drum
corps. Ohio can be proud of the fact that
Frederick is a native son, born in Clev.
land on July 2, 1914, From carly boy-
Mes, Sairh, a graduate of Capital Uni-
versity and a former NCWSPAPCT reporter,
fives in Bexley, Columbus,
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hood all indications pointed o an im-
portant musicat carcer. In high school he
wias an active band member and he spent
his summers at the National Music Camp
in Interlochen, Michigan. Mere, in his
teens, he began a study of conducting
with Viadimir Bakaleinikoff, Later, as z
scholarship student at the Fastman Schoot
of Music he organized the fst symphonic
band there.

Frony that time on, Ohio's Mr. Fennell
has been the recipient of honors that have
mounted steadily in size and scope, He
was warded the International Feltowship
in Conducting by the Institute of Inter-
nationat Education which afforded him a
year of study at the famous Mozarteum ia
Salzburg, Austria, in 1938 He was also
U private: pupil and studied cenducting
with Serge Koussevitzky at the Beckshire



chioana: of ohio and ohioans

Music Center. He was awarded the 1948
Citation by the National Association for
American Conductors and Composers,

Numerous Broadcasts

He joined the Eastman Conducting
Faculty in 1939 and became conductor of
s Little Symphony, Ohicans have since
had a splendid opporlunity Lo appreciate
his prowess for he has given numerous
broadeasts over both NBC and CBS net-
works,

IDue o his popularity as a guest con-
ductor, Do Feanell is a well traveled
man. He has appeared with the New York
Federal Symphony, the Philadelphia Little
Symphony, the National Music Camp, and
the First Contemposary American Music
Festival at the University of Washington
in Seattle.  Similar  engagements  have
taken him to the Berkshire Music Center
in Massachusells as assistant to Kous-
sevitzky and to Houston, Texas as guest
conductor of that city’s Symphoay, as well
as ks Summertime Light Opera Cam-
pany. He has guest-conducted the  Bos-
ton “Pops”, the Carnegic “"Pops' and
the Silver Anniversary Yaddo Music Fes-
tival at Saratoga Springs. In 1959 he re-
turned to Ohio as guest conductor of the
All-State Orchesira ab its 10th Anniver-
sary Concert held in Columbus by the
Ohio Music Education Assoctation. Okla-
homa City University awarded him an
honorary  Doctor of Music Degree in
May 1957,

At the Eastman School he Tounded the
Lastiman Wind Ensemble in 19532 and
with it, as well as with his Eastman Ro-
chester Peps Orchestra he branched out to
further renown through a recording pro-
gram for Mercury Records. Four albums
refeased to date are AMERICAN CON-
CERT BAND MASTERPIECES (MG

a5

40015), MARCHES (MG40007): LA
FIESTA MENICANA (MG40011): and
BRITISH BAND CLASSICS (MG
40015y, Many of Mr. Feanell's record-
ings are marvelously jolly and feature
brisk, spirit-soaring mastial music. There
are lots of 1. P. Sousa marches as well as
fively numbers that hoast such titles as
"Picces of Fight”, "Glory of the Grid-

iren™, “Hely  Joe", "Seapsuds Row”,
“"The  Colonel’s Daughter”,  “General

Dooley™ and “Hens and Chickens.” Of
particular integest to Ohicans ace two re-
cordings, "THE SPIRT OQF 76", and
TRUFFLES AND FLOURISHES” These
were made as a pair in May, 1956, to pre-
serve high lights of Army fiekd music.
Obie hgures prominently in the making.
Prolific Author

As a prolific anthor of musical litera-
ture Trederick Fennell also merits atten-
tion. Me is Contributing liditor to Band
Guide, Bditorial Advisor to The Instiw-
mentalist, and contributor ol magazine
articies to numercus trade journals. His
outstanding work is his book entitied
Time and The Winds, published Tn 1933
by G. Leblanc Co.

Dr. Fennell, who makes his home in
Rochester with his wife (nee Dozothy
Codnery and 13-year-old daughter Cathy,
i a man whose face reflects joie de vivre,
wanm  sincerity and an uwndercurtent of
electric excitement. His dark intense eyes
snap and spagkle. There is a Pixie quality
to his geaerous smile. His hair is close
cropped and dak. A certain Peler Pan
quality of expression gives one the feel-
ing that, despite honors accrued and fame
achicved, there stiff remains in him the
blithe spirit of the litide boy who beat a
merry sat-a-lat-too on his drams i Cleve-
land forty years ago,



