FIRST NOVEL BY CINCINNATIAN
CALLED "SUPERB PERFORMANCE”
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AND THE SKY
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Ohio novelist. T must assure you, after
reading his first published work, that he
is & very effective one

The title of Mr. Portune’s unausual
story is THE OLD MAN AND THE
SKY. It is the story of a small Ohio
rown -~ West Madison —- that has been
placed in a position of wawonted prom-

OBERT PORTUNE, Cincinupati
high school teachgs, s sour -latest

inence by the steange behavior of one of
its oldest citizens.

As we meet him, Old Charlie Lllis is
cugaged in a period of reflection; he has
been thinking of the great evil that may
be found in the hearts of men. But the
vaults of his ancient memory are dark;
they yield only minute bits and (aded
images out of the past.

With this incomplete ¢vidence Old
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chioana; of ohio and ohicans

Charlie has concluded that there has heen
no design or pattera in his own life, and
no purpose in the lives of others. His
faltering and palsied mind then assures
him that man is in crror in supposing
himself created in the inmage of God;
man must be more accurately deseribed
as an experiment of the Almighty that
trned into utter failure,

From this point the old man moves to
the ider that God's experiment with the
men of Mars has turned out much better,
amdd that flying saucers will soon bring
them to carth 1o correct the wretched
condition of carth men. He scats himsell
in his front yard to await them.

The story of Old Charlie’s strange
vigil is quickly carried into far places.
Big dty newspapers carry accounts of
the ofd man who awaits liberation by
sawcer men. A great pational picture
magazine expands the yarn,

Huge crowds begin to gathes in West
Madison, as tension builds, all quite
naturally, to an almost unbearable peak,
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The crowd becomes a putential mob and,
when the saucer  finally appears (the
work of three juvenile delinquents), it
becomes a real mob, The town is sacked,

The forcgoing becomes something of
A backdrop for a story that is as individ-
wal as are the moeods of its author. The
people of this litte town emerge dearly
e their fanlts and Irailties-—in some cases
their venality-—in others their nobility.

Mr. Portune also cmploys this means
as a device for a thoroughly mtelligent
criticism of modern society —so thorough,
indeed, that for a time the reader js
willing to concede that Old Charlic s
right: Man is a lailure.

But Mz Portune then quite defily
turns to another, and more positive con-
clusion: Map, in a hospitable cnvirosn-
ment, may behave both bravely and nobly,
even in defeat,

This work is a superb first perform.
ance by an author you ate likely to hear
more about in the {uture,

be along, even worse.
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“CASS-WORDS”

By Cass Cellis
Editor, The Bryan (Ohio) Times
Television s the most wonderful invention of the age, and in

semier 1 is especially fascinating, for no matter how poor the
progeam of the moment may be, one can be sure that another will

There s a great difference between the old fashioned saloon and
present-day drioking places—from 20 to 80 cents a drink, 10 be

What this country needs 55w §72,000,000,000 sovernnent thal
comes in the large, cconomy size, at $36,000,000,000,




